
Pastor’s Bible Study

Revelation 3:1-13
THE MESSEGES OF THE GLORIFIED CHRIST TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
The Message to Sardis
Introduction – The church at Sardis was a church that was dead and dying, completely lifeless.  It was a church that was satisfied with itself, with keeping things the way they had always been.  A church resting on the laurels and past history, that just reveled in what use to be.  
(3:1) Jesus Christ – Minister – Church: a lifeless and dying church needs to look at Jesus Christ, at least two things in particular:
1. Jesus Christ has the seven spirits of God – this is reference to the Holy Spirit.  The number seven means the sevenfold ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the:

· Comforter, the Counselor, the other Helper (John 14:16); Spirit of Truth (John 14:17); Personal presence of Christ (John 14:18-20); Very special manifestation of Christ within the believer (John 14:21-22); Abiding presence of the Trinity (John 14:23-24); Teacher (John 14:25-26); Peace of Christ (John 14:27)

· See Isaiah 11:2 
· What the lifeless and dying church needs is the Spirit of God

2. The minister is the one who is responsible for bringing about the awakening.  
· Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2

(3:1) Church – Formalism – Ritualism – Complacency:  Note: there is no commendation, none whatsoever, given to this church.  
1. This means that its sin is one of the most serious problems that a church can have.  It was a dying church and a lifeless church.

2. But the church had deeds – all sorts of programs, ministries and activities.  
3. Verse 2 says that it was not totally dead; a few living things still remained, but they too were quickly dying.  It was active and well attended – but dying spiritually.  This means:
· To have a form of worship or godliness but to deny its power (2 Tim. 3:5).

· To focus upon ritual, ceremony, and worship instead of Jesus Christ.

· To focus on activities instead of Jesus Christ.

· To conduct activities in order to keep the organization going instead of learning about Christ and sharing about Christ.

· To hold services and activities for social fellowship instead of for spiritual growth and edification.

· To become complacent and lethargic in the study of God’s Word an din prayer and spiritual growth.
4. Such an active church can seldom be convinced that it is dead and lifeless because of its bustling activity.  But Jesus said it’s dead.  It is void of spiritual life and energy, void of the Spirit of God.  Its works are only activities, only man-made activities and social services.
· Matt. 7:21; Matt. 15:8; Titus 1:16; Psa 51:16-17; Isa 29:13.

(3:2) Watch: There is the counsel.  It is strong – wake up!  Strengthen what remains.  The church had the services, meetings, and ministries that were needed.  The church was doing the very things that it was supposed to be doing.  What was wrong was the spirit of the people.  
1. Watch – “rouse yourself and keep awake” (AMP).  They need to awaken, to arouse themselves, to stir their minds and thoughts, to become alert and alive to the Lord Jesus Christ and to the Word of God.  Note – the words “wake up” are imperative.  It is the command of Christ to the dying church.  
· Matt:24:42-43; Matt: 26:41; Mark 13:37; Rom. 13:11; Col. 4:2

2. Strengthen what remains.  Not all the services and activities were wrong and unneeded in the church.  Jesus Christ counsels: “Give immediate attention to what remains.  Wake up, arouse yourselves.  Strengthen these ministries now.”

3. Christ says that He has not found any of their deeds perfect, that is, complete, fulfilled or finished.  Not a single ministry had been completed or carried out like it should be – not in the eyes of Christ. 
(3:3) Warning: there is the warning.  The believers of a lifeless church are warned to do four things:
1. They must remember how they received and heard the gospel.  They must remember how it gripped their lives with a dynamic spirit of devotion; readiness and love; alertness and energy; hunger and thirst; life and vitality; service; witnessing; ministry.
2. They must arouse and awaken and obey the original spirit that gripped their life.

3. They must repent.  They had done wrong and sinned against Christ by losing their fervor and becoming lethargic.  They desperately needed to confess their wrong and repent.

4. They must know that the judgment of Christ will fall upon them if they refuse to repent, and it will fall unexpectedly

(3:4-6) Overcomers – Promise: there is a promise to the people who do not soil themselves as well as to the overcomers.
1. There are those who had not soiled themselves.  They had not defiled, dirtied, or spotted their lives with the worldliness of the day.  They were not activity centered nor program centered, but Christ centered.
2. The faithful believers kept themselves pure.  They were focused upon Jesus Christ and His purpose: they were still growing spiritually and reaching out to share Christ with a needful world.

3. The faithful and pure believer “walks with Christ dressed in white.”  This means:

· The faithful believer walks day by day in the presence of Christ and has the presence of Christ looking after and taking care of him – keeping him pure (white).

· The faithful believer walks day by day and moment by moment in open confession before Christ, that he keeps himself clean by constantly confessing all sin and having Christ forgive his sins.  Christ keeps him clean (white).
4. There are the overcomers who will be dressed in white.  The believer will be given this garment of righteousness and purity because he trusted the righteousness of Christ and followed Christ by living a righteous life.  (Rom. 3:22; Isa 61:10).

5. The overcomer will not be blotted out of the book of life.  The names of true believers are never touched.  They receive eternal life.  (Luke 10:20; Rev. 20:15; Ex. 32:33; Psa. 69:28)

6. The overcomer will be acknowledged by Christ before God. (Matt. 10:32-33; 1 John 2:22-23; 1 John 4:15).

The Message to Philadelphia:  The Church That is Faithful and Alive

Introduction:  The church at Philadelphia was alive and faithful to Christ.  This church focused upon Jesus Christ; made Jesus Christ the center of its ministries and activities.  It focused upon reaching and growing people for Christ; it focused on teaching people to love Christ and to love on another more and more.  The word Philadelphia means brotherly love or one who loves his brother.  The believers at Philadelphia loved Christ.  It shows us exactly what Christ wants a church to be.  

(3:7) Jesus Christ – Church: What Jesus Christ says about Himself speaks to the heart of the church that is alive and faithful.

1. Jesus Christ is holy.  
· Holiness means to be set apart and different from all other beings, completely and totally set apart.

· Isa. 6:3; Heb. 4:15

2. Jesus Christ is the One who is true.   Jesus Christ is the true, genuine and real God.
· John 1:14; John 14:6; John 18:37

3. Jesus Christ alone is the key of David, the key that “opens, what no one can shut, and what shuts no one can open.”

· The key of David is the symbol of authority.  Jesus Christ alone opens and shuts the door into God’s court and presence.  He alone determines who lives in heaven with God the Father.  He alone holds the key to open and shut the door to life eternal.  Therefore, the church that focuses upon Jesus Christ can be assured: it shall live forever.

(3:8) Church – Believer: This is the picture of what a church should be, the picture of a church that is alive and faithful.

1. The church used the open door of evangelism and missions to reach people for Christ.

· It was a border town that touched the borders of three other towns; it lay on the imperal road of Rome, one of the major roads that passed from the coast and stretched right on to the east into Asia minor.

· It was so strategically located that the whole world could have been penetrated with the gospel by spreading out from the church.

· Christ commends the church for their evangelistic and missionary work – they were reaching out.  Because they had faithfully reached out to the lost, Christ says that He is not going to let anyone close the door.
· Note – the church had only a little strength.  This means they were small in number and small in resources.  In spite of this, they made Christ impressed that He commends the church; guarantees that the open door to missions and evangelism will remain open.
· This is the first mission to the church – the church that is alive and faithful to Christ will do just what Jesus did – reach out to the lost – Luke 19:10.

· Why are so many of our churches not reaching out in the thrust of evangelism and missions?  The church that is alive and faithful is a church that uses the open door of evangelism and missions.  Matt: 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8
2. The church kept Christ’s Word; that is, they were faithful to the Word of god.  They obeyed the Lord Jesus Christ, kept His commandments.
· They studied the Word – they lived the Word – they proclaimed the Word
· John 8:51; John 15:10, 14; 2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Tim. 3:16

3. The church confessed Christ; they did not deny the name of Christ.  This means more than witnessing for Christ.
· To confess Christ means the church confesses Christ in all that it does.  Christ is the focus and center of all the lives of the believers; of all the services, meetings, ministries, programs, and activities of the church.  It means the church does not focus on ritual, ceremony, programs and activities, but on Christ.

· It means that a person stands fast against opposition and persecution.

(3:9-10) Church – Hope.  There is great hope given to the church that is alive and faithful.

1. The synagogue of Satan refers to the Jews who say that they follow the true God, but they do not: they reject Jesus Christ.

2. To God, a Jew is not some earthly race.  A Jew is a person who truly believes God, believes all the promises of God including the promise of the Messiah.  A tru Jew is a person who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. There were Jews in Philadelphia who were persecuting the believers.  They were claiming to be Jews, the chosen people, but they rejected Christ.  Therefore, they were lying.

4. There is great hope to the church that is alive and faithful.

· Believers will be vindicated because some of their persecutors will be saved.  Israel (the Jews) will be worshipping the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, right along with Gentile believers.  This is the promise of the Lord to the church of Philadelphia.  This is the promise to the church that is alive and faithful.
· Believers shall also be vindicated before all the persecutors who reject Jesus Christ.  Scripture clearly states that every knee shall bow before the feet of the Lord and confess Him to be Lord.

5. Believers will experience a great deliverance.  They will be delivered from the hour of trial that is coming upon the earth.  This refers to the great distress or the great tribulation that is coming upon the earth in the end time, a period of trial that will far exceed any trial the world has ever known.  (Matt. 24:21)  The great tribulation will involve two terrible forces falling upon the earth.

· There will be the persecution by the antichrist.  Rev. 13:7-8

· There will be the awful judgment of God against all unbelievers who reject His Son Jesus Christ.

· No believer need ever fear any trial, not even the trial of martyrdom.  Jesus Christ says that He will deliver the believer from all trials.

· God promises to protect those believer who have to go through the tribulation.  They will not suffer the judgments that God casts upon the earth.  They will be protected somewhat like Israel was during the plagues that fell upon the Egypt.  The judgments of God will fall only upon the unbelievers.  (Rev. 9:4)

· Jesus Christ will always deliver the believer and the church that is alive and faithful.  (Luke 10:19; 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Tim 1:12; Heb 2:18; Rev. 3:10)

(3:11) Hold On – Hold Fast – Jesus Christ, Return:  

1. Jesus Christ declares time and time again that He is returning to earth.  Not the word soon.  (Phil 4:5; Heb 10:37)

· Since Christ is coming soon, the faithful church must do something.  It must hold on to its evangelistic and missionary zeal; the Word of Christ; to confessing and living for Christ and never rejecting Him.  

· The church and its believers could lose their crown.  This is clear warning of Scripture.  Believers must hold on, must hold fast.  They can lose their crown if they reject Christ and commit apostasy.

· Luke 12:37; Gal. 6:9; 

(3:12-13) Overcomers – Promises:  There are the promises to the overcomer.  The churches and believers who remain alive and faithful to Christ have five wonderful promises.

1. They will be made a pillar in the temple of God.  They will become a permanent part of God’s house, of the eternal worship and service of heaven.

· The pillar is a symbol of strength, support, durability, permanence, immorality

· Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:5

2. They will receive security.  They will be free from this sinful and corruptible world, free to live in heaven with God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

· 2 Tim. 1:12; 2 Tim. 4:8; 1 John 2:25

3. They will receive God’s name.  This is a symbol of possession and of belonging.  The name of God will be written upon us and we will be marked forever as belonging to God.

· Isa 56:5; Isa. 65:15
4. They will receive the name of the city of God, the new Jerusalem.  They will become the citizens of the new Jerusalem, of the capital of the new heavens and earth.

· Phil 3:20; Rev. 21:1-5

5. They will receive the Lord’s new name.  No one knows the name but God Himself and He has not yet revealed it.

· Rev. 19:12
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